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Sourcewell, a State of Minnesota local government agency and service cooperaƟve, is requesƟng proposals for School Buses with Related

Accessories, Supplies, Parts, and Services to result in a contracƟng soluƟon for use by its ParƟcipaƟng EnƟƟes.  Sourcewell ParƟcipaƟng EnƟƟes

include thousands of governmental, higher educaƟon, K‐12 educaƟon, nonprofit, tribal government, and other public agencies located in the United

States and Canada. A full copy of the Request for Proposals can be found on the Sourcewell Procurement Portal [hƩps://proportal.sourcewell‐

mn.gov ]. Only proposals submiƩed through the Sourcewell Procurement Portal will be considered.

Proposals are due no later than June 30, 2020, at 4:30 p.m. Central Time, and l
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Notice
Basic Information

 
Details

Dates

 

Contact Information

 
 

Pre-Bidding Events

 
Bid Submission Process

 
 

Estimated Contract Value (CAD) $280,000,000.00 (Not shown to suppliers)

Reference Number 0000175696

Issuing Organization Sourcewell

Owner Organization

Solicitation Type RFP - Request for Proposal (Formal)

Solicitation Number 063020

Title School Buses with Related Accessories, Supplies, Parts, and Services

Source ID PP.CO.USA.868485

Location All of Canada, All of Canada

Purchase Type Term: 2020/09/01 01:00:00 AM EDT - 2024/08/30 01:00:00 AM EDT

Description Sourcewell, a State of Minnesota local government agency and service

cooperative, is requesting proposals for School Buses with Related

Accessories, Supplies, Parts, and Services to result in a contracting solution

for use by its Participating Entities.  Sourcewell Participating Entities include

thousands of governmental, higher education, K-12 education, nonprofit,

tribal government, and other public agencies located in the United States

and Canada. Only proposals submitted through the Sourcewell Procurement

Portal will be considered. Proposals are due no later than June 30, 2020, at

4:30 p.m. Central Time, and late proposals will not be considered.

 

Publication Manual publication

Question Acceptance Deadline 2020/06/23 05:30:00 PM EDT

Questions are submitted online No

Bid Intent Not Available

Closing Date 2020/06/30 05:30:00 PM EDT

Prebid Conference 2020/06/03 11:00:00 AM EDT

Procurement Department

218-894-1930

rfp@sourcewell-mn.gov

Event Type Prebid Conference

Attendance Recommended

Event date 2020/06/03 11:00:00 AM EDT

Location Online Webinar

Event Note Login instructions will be emailed two days prior.

Bid Submission Type Electronic Bid Submission

Pricing In attached document

Pricing In attached document

Bid Documents List

Item Name Description Mandatory

Bid Documents Documents defining the proposal Yes

063020 - School Buses with Related Accessories, Supplies...
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Documents
Documents

Document Size Uploaded Date Language

  How to submit proposal [docx] 168 Kb 2020/05/12 08:39:27 AM EDT English
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Categories
Selected Categories

 
 
 

GSIN Categories (3)

G Goods
Goods

N23 Ground Effect Vehicles, Motor Vehicles, Trailers, And Cycles
Ground Effect Vehicles, Motor Vehicles, Trailers, And Cycles

N2310MA BUSES
BUSES

N2310MAB BUSES, SCHOOL - SPECIAL TYPE, 5 TO 24 PASSENGERS
BUSES, SCHOOL - SPECIAL TYPE, 5 TO 24 PASSENGERS

N2310MAC BUSES SCHOOL, CONVENTIONAL TYPE, 25 PASSENGER AND UP
BUSES SCHOOL, CONVENTIONAL TYPE, 25 PASSENGER AND UP

MERX Category (1)

G Goods
Goods

G28 Special Purpose Vehicles
Special Purpose Vehicles

UNSPSC Category (1)

25000000 Commercial and Military and Private Vehicles and their Accessories and Components

25100000 Motor vehicles

25101900 Specialized and recreational vehicles
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The
New York State
Contract Reporter

This document printed
Monday, 05/11/2020

NYS' official source of contracting opportunities
Bringing business and government together

Contracting Opportunity

* * * This ad has not been published. It has been reviewed and pending publication. * * *

Title: School Buses with Related Accessories, Supplies, Parts, and Services
Agency: Sourcewell

Division: Procurement Department
Contract Number: 063020

Contract Term: 4 years, with potential 1 year extension
Date of Issue: 05/12/2020

Due Date/Time: 06/30/2020 4:30 PM 
Central Time

County(ies): All NYS counties
Classification: Transportation, Bus, Rail, Marine & Aviation - Commodities

Opportunity Type: General
Entered By: Chris Robinson
Description: Sourcewell, a State of Minnesota local government agency and service cooperative,

is requesting proposals for School Buses with Related Accessories, Supplies, Parts,
and Services to result in a contracting solution for use by its Participating Entities. 
Sourcewell Participating Entities include thousands of governmental, higher
education, K-12 education, nonprofit, tribal government, and other public agencies
located in the United States and Canada. A full copy of the Request for Proposals
can be found on the Sourcewell Procurement Portal [https://proportal
.sourcewell-mn.gov]. Only proposals submitted through the Sourcewell
Procurement Portal will be considered. Proposals are due no later than June 30,
2020, at 4:30 p.m. Central Time, and late proposals will not be considered.

Service-Disabled Veteran-Owned Set Aside: No
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Contact Information

Primary contact: Sourcewell
Procurement Department
Chris Robinson
Procurement Manager
202 12th Street NE
P.O. Box 219
Staples, MN 56479
United States
Ph: 218-895-4168
chris.robinson@sourcewell-mn.gov

Submit to contact: Sourcewell
Procurement Department
Chris Robinson
Procurement Manager
202 12th Street NE
P.O. Box 219
Staples, MN 56479
United States
Ph: 218-895-4168
chris.robinson@sourcewell-mn.gov

   
  © 2020, Empire State Development http://www.esd.ny.gov/
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Chat Help Logout

[Switch to Vendor View]

Home New Bid Closed Bids My Stuff Tools

Bid RFP #063020 - School Buses with
Related Accessories, Supplies, Parts, and Services

Bid Type RFP

Bid Number 063020

Title School Buses with Related
Accessories, Supplies, Parts,
and Services

Start Date May 12, 2020 7:44:36 AM CDT

End Date Jun 30, 2020 4:30:00 PM CDT

Agency Sourcewell

Bid Contact Chris Robinson
(218) 895-4168
rfp@sourcewell-mn.gov
202 12th Street NE
P.O. Box 219
Staples, MN  56479-0219

Access Reports
View reports on who
has been notified of
the bid or accessed it.
[Notification report]
[Access report]

Questions
0 Questions
0 Unanswered
[View/Ask Questions]

Edit Bid
[Create Addendum]

Description

Sourcewell, a State of Minnesota local government agency and service cooperative, is
requesting proposals for School Buses with Related Accessories, Supplies, Parts, and
Services to result in a contracting solution for use by its Participating Entities. 
Sourcewell Participating Entities include thousands of governmental, higher education,
K-12 education, nonprofit, tribal government, and other public agencies located in the
United States and Canada. A full copy of the Request for Proposals can be found on
the Sourcewell Procurement Portal [https://proportal.sourcewell-mn.gov]. Only
proposals submitted through the Sourcewell Procurement Portal will be considered.
Proposals are due no later than June 30, 2020, at 4:30 p.m. Central Time, and late
proposals will not be considered.

Pre-Bid Conference

Date   Jun 3, 2020 10:00:00 AM CDT

Location   Online Webinar Conference

Notes Login information will be emailed two days prior.

Documents

No Documents for this bid

Customer Support: agencysupport@publicpurchase.com | Copyright 1999-2020 © | The Public Group, LLC. All rights reserved.

Public Purchase: Bid RFP #063020 - School Buses with Related Accesso... https://www.publicpurchase.com/gems/bid/bidView?bidId=128299
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Opportunity Notice
School Buses with Related Accessories,
Supplies, Parts and Services

Opportunity Information

Organization: Rural Municipalities of Alberta (RMA)

Organization Address: www.rmalberta.com

Reference Number: AB-2020-03096

Solicitation Number:    AB-2020-03096

Solicitation Type: Request for Proposal

Posting (MM/dd/yyyy): 05/12/2020
03:00:00 PM Alberta Time

Closing (MM/dd/yyyy): 06/30/2020
03:30:59 PM Alberta Time

Last Update (MM/dd/yyyy): 05/12/2020
02:37:54 PM Alberta Time

Agreement Type: NWPTA/TILMA & CFTA & CETA

Region of Opportunity: Open

Region of Delivery: Alberta

Opportunity Type: Open & Competitive

Commodity Codes:
N2310MAC: Buses School, Conventional Type, 25 Passenger and Up
JX2310E: Buses, Repairs and Service
N2310MA: Buses
N2310MAB: Buses, School - Special Type, 5 to 24 Passengers

Category: Goods

Potential vendors (bidders)
may view the bid package
here.

Interested vendors (bidders)
who wish to submit a
response to this opportunity
should register their interest
by downloading the
document(s) from the bid
package.

Response Submission:
Only proposals suubmitted through the Sourcewell Procurement Portal will be considered.

https://proportal.sourcewell-mn.gov

Proposals are due no later than June 20, 2020, at 4:30 p.m Central Time, late proposals will not be
considered.

Response Contact:
Robinson, Chris
Procurement Manager
2510 Sparrow Drive
Nisku, Alberta T9E 8N5
Tel: 218-895-4168
Email: rfp@sourcewell-mn.gov

Response Specifics:

Opportunity Preview https://vendor.purchasingconnection.ca/Opportunity.aspx?Guid=85e40a7...
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A full copy of the Request for Proposals can be found on the Sourcewell Procurement Portal
[https://proportal.sourcewell-mn.gov]. Only proposals submitted through the Sourcewell Procurement
Portal will be considered. Proposals are due no later than June 30, 2020, 4:30 pm Central Time, and
late proposals will not be considered.

Proposer’s complete proposal must be submitted through the Sourcewell Procurement Portal no later
than the date and time specified in the Solicitation Schedule. Any other form of proposal submission,
whether electronic, paper, or otherwise, will not be considered by Sourcewell. Only complete proposals
that are timely submitted through the Sourcewell Procurement Portal will be considered. Late proposals
will not be considered. It is the Proposer’s sole responsibility to ensure that the proposal is received on
time.

All proposals must be received through the Sourcewell Procurement Portal no later than the Proposal
Due Date and time noted in the Solicitation Schedule above. It is recommended that Proposers allow
sufficient time to upload the proposal and to resolve any issues that may arise. The closing time and
date is determined by the Sourcewell Procurement Portal web clock.

In the event of problems with the Sourcewell Procurement Portal, follow the instructions for technical
support posted in the portal. It may take up to twenty-four (24) hours to respond to certain issues.

Upon successful submission of a proposal, the Portal will automatically generate a confirmation email to
the Proposer. If the Proposer does not receive a confirmation email, contact Sourcewell’s support
provider at support@bidsandtenders.ca.

To ensure receipt of the latest information and updates via email regarding this solicitation, or if the
Proposer has obtained this solicitation document from a third party, the onus is on the Proposer to
create a Sourcewell Procurement Portal Vendor Account and register for this solicitation opportunity.

All proposals must be acknowledged digitally by an authorized representative of the Proposer attesting
that the information contained in in the proposal is true and accurate. By submitting a proposal,
Proposer warrants that the information provided is true, correct, and reliable for purposes of evaluation
for potential contract award. The submission of inaccurate, misleading, or false information is grounds
for disqualification from a contract award and may subject the Proposer to remedies available by law."

Opportunity Description:
Rural Municipalities of Alberta ("RMA"), is posting the solicitation on behalf of RMA and its current and
potential Members and represented Associations and their Members, which includes local Governmental
and other not-for-profit organizations located in all provinces and territories in Canada including but not
limited to British Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba, Ontario, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick,
Prince Edward Island, Newfoundland and Labrador and Northwest Territories. Request for Proposal
("RFP") to result in regional and/or national contract solutions under the rules and regulations of the
New West Partnership Trade Agreement ("CETA") for this procurement, RMA/Sourcewell is requesting
proposals for School Buses with Related Accessories, Supplies, Parts and Services to result in a national
contracting solution for use by its members.

Members include thousands of governmental, higher education, K-12 education, not-for-profit, tribal
government, and other public agencies located in Canada. A full copy of the Request for Proposals can

Opportunity Preview https://vendor.purchasingconnection.ca/Opportunity.aspx?Guid=85e40a7...
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be found on the Sourcewell Procurement Portal [https://proportal.sourcewell-mn.gov]. Only proposals
submitted through the Sourcewell Procurement Portal will be considered. Proposals are due no later
than June 20, 2020, at 4:30 p.m. Central Time, and late proposals will not be considered.

APC "Opportunity Notices" This notice is provided for information purposes only. Refer to the "Opportunity
Documents" in the bid package for authoritative information.

All queries pertaining to the language, content or any missing or inaccurate information within this abstract must be sent
to its originator of the abstract, as specified in the opportunity notice.

© APC - All rights reserved. No part of the information contained in this Web Site may be reproduced, stored in a
retrieval system or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or
otherwise without the prior written permission of the Manager, Centre of Expertise via: SA.APCRequests@gov.ab.ca. Her
Majesty the Queen in right of Alberta and the Alberta public sector entities that use APC are not responsible or liable for
the accuracy of the information contained in the publication. It is the responsibility of interested parties to review the
opportunity posting for changes or updates prior to the opportunity closing date/time.

Opportunity Preview https://vendor.purchasingconnection.ca/Opportunity.aspx?Guid=85e40a7...
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Bids Homepage (/Module/Tenders/en/Home/BidsHomepage) Find more bids

(https://proportal.sourcewell-mn.gov/) Create Account (/Module/Tenders/en/Vendor/Create

/42b90b89-9f67-483a-96e3-9b0490d01d40) Login (/Module/Tenders/en/Login/Index

/42b90b89-9f67-483a-96e3-9b0490d01d40)

Click (https://www.bidsandtenders.ca)here (https://proportal.sourcewell-mn.gov/) to return to the

Sourcewell Procurement Portal home page.

Bid Details

Bid Classification: Goods
Bid Type: RFP - General
Bid Number: RFP 063020
Bid Name: School Buses with Related Accessories,

Supplies, Parts, and Services
Bid Status: Open
Bid Closing Date: Tue Jun 30, 2020 4:30:00 PM (CDT)
Question Deadline: Tue Jun 23, 2020 4:30:00 PM (CDT)
Time-frame for delivery or the duration of the
contract: 

Four years, with possible extension as
stated in the bid documents

Negotiation Type: Refer to bid document
Condition for Participation: Refer to bid document
Electronic Auctions: Not Applicable
Language for Bid Submissions: English unless specified in the bid

document
Submission Type: Online Submissions Only
Submission Address: Online Submissions Only
Public Opening: No

https://proportal.sourcewell-mn.gov/Module/Tenders/en/Tender/Detail/a...
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Documents

Description: Sourcewell, a State of Minnesota local
government agency and service
cooperative, is requesting proposals
for School Buses with Related
Accessories, Supplies, Parts, and
Services to result in a contracting
solution for use by its Participating
Entities.  Sourcewell Participating
Entities include thousands of
governmental, higher education, K-12
education, nonprofit, tribal
government, and other public agencies
located in the United States and
Canada. A full copy of the Request for
Proposals can be found on the
Sourcewell Procurement Portal
[https://proportal.sourcewell-mn.gov
(https://proportal.sourcewell-
mn.gov/)]. Only proposals submitted
through the Sourcewell Procurement
Portal will be considered. Proposals
are due no later than June 30, 2020,
at 4:30 p.m. Central Time, and late
proposals will not be considered.

Bid Document Access: Bid Opportunity notices and awards
and a free preview of the bid
documents is available on this site free
of charge without registration. There is
no cost to obtain an unsecured version
of the document and /or to participate
in this solicitation.

Categories: Show Categories [+]

The following are the meeting times and locations for the opportunity:

Meeting Location Description

Pre-Proposal Web Conference
Login instructions will be provided to registered p
takers by email two business days prior to the we
conference.

https://proportal.sourcewell-mn.gov/Module/Tenders/en/Tender/Detail/a...
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Addenda

File Name
RFP_063020_School_Buses
Wednesday May 6, 2020 04:51 PM
RFP_063020_School_Buses_Contract_Template
Wednesday May 6, 2020 04:51 PM

No Addenda Available ...

https://proportal.sourcewell-mn.gov/Module/Tenders/en/Tender/Detail/a...
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2C ❚ TUESDAY, MAY 12, 2020 ❚ USA TODAY SPORTS

ONE CALL

DOES IT ALL!
Advertise in USA TODAY’s Marketplace!

Call:1-800-397-0070

To view more Classified listings,
visit: classifieds.usatoday.com

BUSINESS

BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

BuyMyGold.com

Top Prices Paid

30 Year Business

Jewelry • Diamonds

Coins • Watches • Old Gold

Honest – Safe – Fast

FREE Shipping Kit

Next Day Payment

Free Online
6-Figure

Side-Income
Training

Free & Easy Sign Up.
Immediate Access.

Sign Up Right Now @:
http://bit.ly/2V08Q4G

Affiliate Opp

FINANCIAL INVESTMENTS

$1,000.00 Mailbox Cash
Every Day

Legal, ethical, exciting & fun!
NO MLM, Chains, Pyramid or Nonsense!

Website reveals ALL!

cashflowwithpaulm.com

INVESTORS NEEDED
Internal Medicine Office completed

Clinical Trial of Compounded Pharmacy
Drug for Erectile Dysfunction

Subjects are all Sildenafil (little blue pill) failures
60% success rate on all clinical trial subjects

561-212-8166
drmarkfreeman@aol.com

INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY

$1000.00
CASH EVERYDAY!

Watch The NEW VIDEO/

View The Website …

www.simpleandrewarding.com
Then … Call the HotLine

912-559-9852
Cash delivered to your door …
IT’S LIKE MAGIC…
Affiliate Opp

LEADERS - NEEDED
We all need multi streams of income

2-1/2 y/o US company did $300m
with 1st to market product
Now open in Hong Kong
Canada to open in June

Work with USA industry leaders

845-546-2441

Sourcewell, a State of Minnesota local government agency
and service cooperative, is requesting proposals for School
Buses with Related Accessories, Supplies, Parts, and
Services to result in a contracting solution for use by its

Participating Entities.

Sourcewell Participating Entities include thousands of
governmental, higher education, K-12 education,

nonprofit, tribal government, and other public agencies
located in the United States and Canada.

A full copy of the Request for Proposals can be found
on the Sourcewell Procurement Portal
https://proportal.sourcewell-mn.gov.

Only proposals submitted through the Sourcewell
Procurement Portal will be considered.

Proposals are due no later than June 30, 2020, at 4:30pm
Central Time, and late proposals will not be considered.

NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE

ANNOUNCEMENTS

HAVE YOU BEEN

CLASSIFIED AS A HIGH

RISK DRIVER DUE TO DUI,

DWI OR TICKETS FOR

AGGRESSIVE DRIVING?

THE CALL & QUOTE ARE FREE.

800-509-9315

Serenity is here

to help by making SR-22

insurance easy to get and

affordable for everyone.

IMPROVE

YOUR CREDIT

SCORE

Are you getting hit
with high interest rates
because of a low credit
score? Improve it today!

800-852-4931

FREE Consultation
FREE Credit Evaluation

ATTENTION
If you’ve had Hernia Surgery

and have experienced any

800-478-7176800-478-7176

CALL THE HERNIA MESH
HELPLINE NOW AT

youmay be entitled to

COMPLICATIONS

SIGNIFICANT CASH

COMPENSATION.

HEALTH/FITNESS

If you or a loved one has

been diagnosedwith

ovarian cancer after using

talcum based products

youmay be entitled to

significant compensation

800-208-3526

TALCUM

POWDER

SETTLEMENT

MARKETPLACE

The usually bustling facilities have
sat still and silent, yet they are anything
but empty. 

Crammed into bins, racks and
shelves, helmets and shoulder pads
have collected dust during the shut-
down amid the novel coronavirus pan-
demic. Deadlines draw nearer and pres-
sure mounts at the nation’s most promi-
nent athletic equipment manufacturing
and reconditioning plants. 

Normally, this time of year is a peak
period of production for companies like
Riddell, Xenith, Schutt and other small-
er operations. These companies repair,
recondition and recertify nearly 2 mil-
lion football helmets every off�season,
according to the National Athletic
Equipment Reconditioners Association,
the organizing body that works to re-
duce the risk of injury for athletes by
overseeing the standards and practices
of companies that produce and recertify
football, lacrosse, softball and baseball
helmets and face guards. 

Their football clientele include NFL
and college programs, all the way down
to the tiniest youth leagues. 

Social distancing and crowd-control
concerns greatly factor into the dilem-
ma of when college and pro football can
return. It’s unclear if many schools even
will open by the end of summer. 

But the halted state of the recondi-
tioning facilities poses an additional
threat to the on-time start of football in
the amateur ranks. (Pro and college pro-
grams aren’t impacted by this predica-
ment because NFL helmets already
have been reconditioned by now, and
most colleges have multiple sets of hel-

mets for spring and fall use.)
If equipment facilities can’t get back

up and running at nearly full force with-
in the coming weeks, many high school,
middle school and youth league football
players might not have helmets needed
to practice and play.

Each year, during the winter and
spring, helmets are reconditioned and
recertifi�ed to ensure optimal safety and
then are sent back to the football pro-
grams in June and July. But equipment
facilities now are bracing for production
logjams and delays, which prompted
the NAERA to warn National Federation
of High School offi�cials that football
season start dates might need to be
postponed.

“I think it might be smart to push the
seasons’ starts back to September for
high schools rather than August, like we
see in a lot of cases,” NAERA executive
director Tony Beam told USA TODAY
Sports. “That would give everyone some
more time. Because one thing is for cer-
tain: They defi�nitely can’t play without
helmets.”

Beam wants to see football return as
badly as anyone. He also coaches at
Palmyra High School in Palmyra, Penn-
sylvania. But while holding onto opti-
mism, he’s also a realist. “But it’s going
to take some time. I would say, we’re not
even halfway through our normal pro-
duction,” he said.

The largest equipment companies –
with Riddell and its 1.2 million-helmet
workload leading the way – generally
process anywhere from hundreds to
1,000 helmets a day, Beam said. At the
conclusion of each football season, rep-
resentatives from each company visit
their clients to collect the helmets and
ship them back to the manufacturers. At

the facilities, the face masks, decals and
all hardware are removed. Internal parts
are inspected and removed for cleaning.
Helmet shells are inspected for defects
and tested for cracks. If ruled defective,
they are discarded. Those that are ap-
proved are buff�ed, sand-blasted,
washed, painted, reassembled and put
through a multistep testing system be-
fore being recertifi�ed and packaged for
shipment back to customers.

The industry’s chances of meeting its
deadlines appeared bleak two weeks
ago. However, as many states began
taking steps toward reopening certain
businesses, positive developments
have followed.

Riddell’s facilities began ramping
back up in the past week as Ohio au-
thorities relaxed business restrictions.
Meanwhile, Xenith’s Detroit-based
headquarters was slated to resume op-
erations soon. 

There still are challenges. Due to gov-
ernment-mandated staffi�ng restric-
tions, fewer workers than usual are per-
mitted in facilities at a given time. How-
ever, companies across the country
were planning to add extra shifts to help
try to get up to speed.

“I feel way better now,” Beam said. “I
couldn’t say that two weeks ago, but to-
day, as I see the biggest companies, Rid-

dell and Schutt and Xenith are starting
to get going again, I feel encouraged that
we’re all going to get back up and run-
ning.”

Because some areas of the country
might not reinstitute previous working
conditions as early as others, equip-
ment companies also might receive ex-
tra wiggle room when it comes to fulfi�ll-
ing the orders of some customers. But
determining those timelines requires
extra communication.

“Riddell has been proactive in com-
municating with our customers ... re-
garding the status of our operations and
potential delays with reconditioning
and new equipment orders,” Riddell
vice president of marketing and com-
munications Erin Griffi�n told USA
TODAY Sports. “We do encourage foot-
ball programs to consider recondition-
ing when determining return to football
timelines. Riddell remains optimistic
we can deliver equipment to football
programs on time.”

Meanwhile, Xenith CEO Ryan Sulli-
van shared similar optimism. “I think
we all recognize that reconditioning is
even more important this year than
ever,” Sullivan said on Friday, one day
after learning his company’s production
facility would be able to open Monday. 

But even if the helmets arrive in the
11th hour, coaches and the equipment
suppliers will likely consider that a win
given experiences from this spring.

“We as coaches want to be out on the
fi�eld with our kids, but everyone has to
accept that things are going to be diff�er-
ent this year,” Beam said. “But what’s
very important is that we are going to be
getting football back. That’s what’s im-
portant, both for society, psychological-
ly, and for the economy.” 

Helmet logjam may aff�ect HS starts
Mike Jones
USA TODAY

The fi�nal images of Michigan foot-
ball’s 2019 season were grisly.

Snapshots of JK Dobbins zipping
through holes as he scored four touch-
downs to lead Ohio State to a 29-point
win over the Wolverines. Pictures of Jer-
ry Jeudy torching Michigan’s secondary
in Alabama’s 35-16 victory at the Citrus
Bowl. Photos of Buckeyes cornerback
Jeff� Okudah locking down Nico Collins
and Tide safety Xavier McKinney sack-
ing Shea Patterson.

Spliced together, they provide a re-
minder of how far Michigan is behind
college football’s best programs. But
what if those stills never existed, be-
cause the stars on the opposite side
were never there?

It’s a fantasy. Yet if the model Jim
Harbaugh outlined in a letter released
last week were in place, it could have
been reality. 

In the memo, Harbaugh proposed
sweeping reforms to the game that
would give players an opportunity to
enter the NFL draft at any point in their
college careers and allow them to return
to school if they were not picked.

As he explained his reasoning, the
Michigan coach presented himself as a

do-gooder advocating on behalf of the
athlete for a system that allows for more
freedom and self-determination. His
support of the one-time transfer rule is
another example of that. 

There seemed to be another angle to
his proposal, one that was less altruis-
tic. It goes back to that old Latin ques-
tion: Cui bono? Who stands to gain?

Michigan football, of course.
Since returning to Ann Arbor to lead

his alma mater’s football program, Har-
baugh has brought needed stability by
winning 72% of his games, but he also
has failed to crack the glass ceiling that
separates the sport’s top tier from ev-
erybody else. The Wolverines have yet
to advance to the College Football Play-
off�, are 2-11 against top-10 teams and
have lost each time they’ve played Ohio
State during his tenure.

The 2019 Buckeyes, it should be not-
ed, featured 13 players who were once
fi�ve-star recruits; the Crimson Tide had
11. These are the elite talents who have
elevated both programs above Michi-
gan, which had only four players classi-
fi�ed in that top tier of prospects.

They’re also the guys who would
have a shot to go pro at an earlier stage
in their college careers and pursue their
NFL dreams as sophomores or even
freshmen. Since 2013, 29 Buckeyes have

entered the draft before exhausting
their college eligibility, as the best of the
best from across the country come to
Columbus with the expectation of three
years and a lucrative payday in the pros.

If Harbaugh’s plan is instituted, that
progression is expedited, which could
have the residual eff�ect of diminishing
the stockpile of elite players that the
best teams – Ohio State, Clemson, LSU,
Alabama and Oklahoma – have created.
This is a way to even the playing fi�eld, to
transform the system through a college
football version of gerrymandering de-
signed to reshape rosters instead of dis-
tricts. It’s a strategic move straight out
of the playbook of a clever statesman
looking to create an advantage – or in
this instance, mitigate one.

While Harbaugh’s recommendation
would give all players more fl�exibility to
go pro, it could also have a dispropor-
tionate impact on the teams with the
most talent, just like the one-and-done
model that spurs annual turnover
among college basketball bluebloods.

As he enters his sixth season with the
Wolverines, Harbaugh has shown that
in college football’s current paradigm,
he can only take Michigan so far. In a
diff�erent model, he might stand a better
chance to vanquish Ohio State and Ala-
bama in his quest to return the Wolver-
ines to glory. Revamping the system
could be the pathway that allows Har-
baugh to come out on top.

Cui bono?
He does.

COMMENTARY

Michigan benefi�ts from Harbaugh’s proposal
Rainer Sabin
Detroit Free Press | USA TODAY Network

Jim Harbaugh is 47-18 as Michigan’s
coach but 2-11 against top-10 teams.
JONATHAN DANIEL/GETTY IMAGES

“It might be smart to push the sea-
sons’ starts back to September for
high schools rather than August. ...
That would give everyone more time.
Because one thing is for certain: They
definitely can’t play without helmets.”

Tony Beam
NAERA executive director
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